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Orchard Park archer aims high

Rowland, 15, heads
Jor national shoot

By Manry Jo Moxxis

s an 8-year-old she became interested

in shooting because her father was a

hunter. Seven years later she's one of

the most accomplished junior archers
in the United States.

Stephanie Rowland of Orchard Park has
turned something she thought would be “fun”
into an all-out passion. The results have been
extraordinary for the 15-year-old, who will bea
junior this fall at Orchard Park High School

Rowland is ranked second in the United
States among junor archers by the National Ar-
chery Association. She recently returned with
her family from Disney's Wide Workd of Sports
Complex in Orlando, Fla., where she finished
second in the female junior division at the Out.
door National Championships

In outdoor archery, junior shooters get 36 ar-
rows each to shoot at distances of 70, 60, 50 and
30 meters.

Her success during the indoor season, which
inciuded a third-place finish at the World Trials
in Texas, carned her a spot on Team USA. In
March she represented the United States at the
Junior World Championships in Denmark,
where she finished 22nd

Rowland is coached by her father, Ed, who Mack Mudvilie Buffas News

St je Rowland of Or Park is ranked in the
See Archer on Page D2 United States among junior archers.
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" Rowland
heading to
nationals

ARCHER - from D1

coaches at the Junior Olympic Ar-
chery Development program at the
Allied Sportsmen's Club of Western
New York in Alden. The club, long
with their home and the archery
range at Johnson's Country Store in
Hambury, is where Rowland spends
four hours a day, six days a week
practicing.

“Twent to an archery tournament
mﬂ:’ﬂ:‘“ﬁ'(m)wlm A
some girls doing it and [ thought
would be fun,” Rowland said. “Once
I started competing, the people |
met, it ws & lot of competition. T've
met alot of friends through it that
are all over the country.”

Rowland's last major meet of the
summer will be the end of the
month, when she'l compete in Colo-
rado Springs at the US. Target Na-
tionals, a four-day shoot.

o mail. mmonrin@ effnees com
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Crossbow talk brings both sides together

unting activities ar Ot rk lively
[ [..w sions amorg bunters and non-bunters
alike. But one mechanism triggers more high:
discussion than all

e Errsor

n all other hunting devices — the

ast year f 2ed its use during
hery hu in

While some hunters took ad

hig g ot of

muach of New Yo

ew season, considerable ate con
e crossbaw for wse during
e early archery season

4. Gallivan recetved much input

rees om crosshow Jegali: 1 i
sues — particularly of seison setting and use designa.
tion hat he and his st rranged fo ortsmen
und Crossh wandtable,” which was held at Allied

ortsman's Club on Clinton Street in Alden Thurs

ing.
Rain, ot snow o high winds, could not dampen

spirited attendance at the Allied clubbouse. When dis-
cussion began, 126 visitors had signed in, other on
it total attendance at 15¢ ople at

. strongly-held opinions,
visitors and presenters s Wickey/Bufflo ¥
Sen. Patrick Gallivan moderated a lively and well-attended panel discussion on crosshow legalization
at Allied Sportsman's Club in Alden Thursday evening.

1 presumpti
s round
respectful, and ir
twn hours of pre

As with
participants did not head hom + he would like to see the DEC regulate seaso
ttitudes and assu s about issues. Stephen Aldstadt, New York State SCOPE Presi
ellow legislators said hunters in New Yor hunt with the hery se 1 Lates and provinces

broughtto-  den

e selected speakers and about a d - crossbow during seasans,citi
ence commentators who brought to light
foelings about the sport of hunting, the func

efinitely
saic ( stressin

me to legudize crossbows,
that it should be
as0n st i

ut that Pennsylvania
this past week had ap-

ion officia

¢ and the people who love . w use during archery seasons in that sold and 4 §32 il
hope to perpetuate their outdoors pursuits state prior 10 a sunset pr ke the e hunters lon increase i hunting gear sales
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I but sid, “T believe that bow hunting should be
i waty. New York Bowhunters take it seri-

xd in a hearing form
tors: As:
-1, Clarence); Assemblyma
ara Falls): and a represe
R-Buffalo)

Lar ming County Wildlife  vocal mi
‘ederation, stressed that the crossbow is a bow com- Dave Kosc
posed of archery equipment, with limbs and
fires arrows. Beck

with Safari Club Inter

three legis

i the anti-crosshow
vski, a New York Bowhunters director
stated that he is not rrent crosshow reg-
ilations; however, at the lack of educa-
1 provic crosshow hunt

icense. Kosow ed the use

ms and a mechanism for vertical bows
crossbow hunt Gary Socola, past president of New York Bowhunt

lecker, with

is issue shy
fellow hunters.

=+ all impuairesd ow shoc
sshow use i iny

jpenir

will go without s, pointed ot his o numerous physia setbacks ¢ nailcom
“huck Godre fSports-  and howhe cades s 3 bow b

nens Clube president, presented data similar to without the use of a crosshow, Socola went on t0 as 3

Becker's findings. Godérey noted that bs  serttha crossbow support was mainly in W On the Web
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Marilla Denies
Skeet Range for
Use by Military

By JUDY MORGANTI

Aa Army Natiomal Guard
company s request 10 USe & SpOrts-
men's club range for rifle practice
in June has been denied by the
Marilla Town Board

The company had asked to use
the Clinton Street facility of Altied
Spartsmen of Western New York for
L rifle pesctioe June . The
practice would iavaive 110 persces.
cach fring 5 rounds over six
hours.

Board members said they were
concerned that buliees weuld stray
onto mearby farms.

Toe board did spprove the club'’s
cequest that the American Trap As-
sociation be allowed ta use its
range for matches for nine days
from April until September. Super-
visor John . Foss said those dates
have been published 10 give reigh-
bars an oppoctunity to comment

1In another matter Else Bareiss,
coardinstor of fhe surplus cheese
giveaway Feb. %, regorted that 66

teceived S-pound blocks of
cheese at the Mardlla Town Hall
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Allied targets Feb. 1 opener
for its state-of-the-art range

INTER IS a great time o hone marks-
manship skills — but those wanting 1o
do 30 at onc of the more popular fix-
tures 10 Wesiern New York have had to wait
The mformal indoor prstol
league a1 Allied Sportsmen's
Club i Manils has been de-
fayed. pending a rebuilding of
the club range
Alled's primitive ventilation
system made long sessions
there an eye-watering exercise
And lead possoning. from the
suspended Iaad particles. float-
ing around after each relay
pumped off its 30 rounds. was
3 real concern
No more. The new range is
almost complete
“We're shooting for a Feb. | opening.” said
club pressdent Greg Falkner, who is not really
a punster. “ The pestol league will start Wednes-
day. Feb. 5. a linle ater than we'd planned.”
To end the lead menace, members gutied
the range. taking out walls. cerlings. heating
and ventilation and lighting. They spent about
$25.000 on maserials and put their own equity
mio a new dropped ceiling, carpeted walls (1o
cut naise) a mew hackstop, mew ventilation and
heating
“A powerfil fan ducted to the rear wall
creates a 2 mph breeze to suck the gunsmoke
and lead particles down 1o the end of range.”
Falkner said. “It may be the cleanest. state-of-
the art range on the Eastern seaboard.™
The handicap league is open 10 everyone
and uses 3 unigue ranking system: As you
improve, you get moved up in class on sort of
a rolling handicap. Shoating hours are |1 a.m
10 3 pm. on Sundays and 6 10 9 pm. Wednes-
days and you can shoot ahead or play caich-
up. Larry Covert (823.9118) and Ted
McQueen (937-9708) have details on the 10-
week league, which cnds in an awards party.
The club is an Clinton Street, 10 miles east of
Transit Road
Allied also will start its indoor archery

Outdoors

By MICHAEL LEVY

Jan. 30. It, 100, runs for 10 weeks. any
style allowed. with shooting every Thursday
night. The first line starts at 3 ely 7
p.m.. the second line about 8:30 and i, 100, is

open 10 individuals. Call the
club (937.3615) or drop in on
Monday or Thursday evenings
or Saturdays 1o find out more.

Pistol meet set

Competent shooters may
want 1o compete in the NRA
sectional indoor pistol champi-
onships Jan. 2425 at Ten-X
Club, 853 Ransom Road, Lan-
caster

This .22 caliber, 900-point
maich is essentially three go-
rounds of the “conventional
course of fire." 1t is open 1o any NRA member.
Contact Jack Chaffee (759-8715) for registra-
tion details.

“‘Combat’ club opens season

The Western New York Practical Pistol
League kicks off its 15th season with an indoor
v\r;mh at Tomawanda Sportsmen's Club Jan

This year's top gun was Mike Lao, with Jose
Villanueva winning the master class and Don
Irvine (B Class), n Benish (C class), and
Paul Brawn (D class) winners. Tactical winner
was Ed Fraser. Paul Cupolo was mﬂ’mul\w
and Debbie Villanueva was the 1op lady shoot-
er.

Call Mike Braun (627.3762) for informa-
ton.

A tale of shotgun ballistics

The Western New York international trap
team set an Empire State Games record last

— and hangs an ng
uh_of shotgun ballistics and “truth in label
ing"

Jim O'Brien of the Buffalo Shooting Club
and teammates Bob Kalwas and Neil Cummis.

oul
ur

wer
ran
der

our
enc

!
P
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Paralyzed veterans find the range at first clinic

For some shooters the greatest
handcap is getting 1o the range.

Ten '\’h«nl‘:n vb\'!h the Easl'g; Para-
Iyzed Velerans Association got off fo a
great start at & chinic held last week at
Allied Sportsmen’s Club in Alden, the
first shooting clinic of its kind in West-
emn New York

Terry Buczak, Allied’s air pistol and
sifle chairman, said, “1 don't know why
we didn't hold

lhﬂs shoots years

EPVA  regional
administrator for
the past nine
years, contacted
uczak  about

shooting  events
and the group ar-
rived on & sunny
Friday moring 1o
learn about wir ri-
fle shooting, swap
stories and get more ideas about
shooting and other events open to
wheelchair-bound veterans,

“The only requircments for partici
pation in EPVA events are that the
veteran has a spinal injury or discase
and is wheelchair bound,” said Russell,
an Orchard Park resident who has
been chairbound for 31 years and an
active member of EPVA for 20 years.

His administrative arca takes in all
of Western and Central New York
from Syracuse to Buffalo, Russell is
looking for shooting clubs lke Allied
Sportsmen’s Club that have stair-free
entrances and access 1o their indoor or
outdoar shooting ranges. The EPVA
group asrives with its own trailer load
ed with all equipment needed for the
day's shooting of sporting activity.

Dave Baskin, National Rifle Associ
ation disabled shooting services coordi-
nator, came from Fairfax, Va, to in-
struct during the Friday clinic at Allied
men’s Club,

The NRA began its disabled shoot-
ers service in 1992, and 1 started get-
he said. “Last year |
n 3500 calls from
disabled American veterans and held
st least 25 clinics across the country.”
ed shooters have made their
international competition. Bas-

oached the disabled team in a
(7 competition at Paris. “Since then,
f events called the “Paralym-
pies’ are scheduled for two weeks after
Olympic competition to allow for

39
oA

SHARCN CANTILLONButuo News.

Joo Russell, regional administrator of the Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Association, practices with the air rifle.

wheelchair access 10 all the compets
tion sites,” be explained. The next Par
alympics will be held at Sydmey. Aus-
tralia in 2000,

Baskun does much of his instruction
in hospitals where shooting can be
safely held.

“About 80 percent of the dissbled
shoaters | work with are hunters who
need rehabiitation so that they can get
back out and go hunting,” he said. e
has a special air tifle he takes to clin-
ies for shooters to determine the
poundage of trigger-pull they can suc-
cessfully manage. The injury or discase
leaves the shooter with varying trigg
finger strength. Jim Dunbar, 45, of
Pike has 0o problem with trigger pull
Dunbar, an avid deer hunter with a
grip as firm as a blacksmith's, was one
of the 10 shooters at Allied,

“This is the first target shoot I've

ever been 1o, It's fun," he said after
posting a l-inch grouping on the in-
doar range.

Dunbar, wheelchair bound since
1977, s the cavy of most “vertical
(the group's word for those not wheel-
chair bound) hunters in New York
State

“I've gotten a deer every year since
1985.° he said with pride, “not cvery
one was & buck, thoagh.” State hunters
average 3 buck cvery six hunting years
Recent DEC figures for antlerless per
mit holders in Western New York
ced their success rate at only 30
percent.

He also takes pride in being one of
the 101 EPVA representatives for a
series of competitions at San Juan,
Puerto Rico, from Jume 21-27.

“The San Juan event inclades cvery-
thing from shooting to softball o

swimming," said Russell, “and this
year's group will include 45 shooters.”

These competitions offer variety.
Russell explained that participants in
manual wheekhairs can compete in at
least four events; electric-driven chair
holders can enter three events.

“This year's participants have all
been chosen for San Juan, but we are
always looking for new participants
statewide,” said Dowg Beckley, EPVA
recreation  director from Jackson
Hewghts.

To comtact the EPVA executive of-
fice, call (718) 503-0414. To talk with
Russell at the regional office in Buffa-
lo, call 855.3395. To find out more
about NRA disabled shooting services,
call (703) 267-1495. For information
about Allied Sportsmen’s Club_shoot-
ing events, call Buczak (681-275%)





image4.png
COMPETITION

Indomltable spmts}

Joe Stoyle of Lacka
ey
wling in |

Wheelchair vets

a0d & branze i

warming up for - 5., ., ;
. golds in arche I
national games " ;
By TOM BUCKHAM N8 C : sowpibpen “K:v:::jrv’n‘v‘tm‘l’x’“vl‘\»
Nows Siaf Repora poct-T s iy at Alled Spartsmen of Western
v b ok o ook home e B 0 P, sy e T o Tokmonds o s

llege South Cam-
o ! vin Forcezk Memoria
all Giames a1 4 pm.

da \ and-cycle clanic will be g

Rome, N.Y., in 1970
Our members need 1 i





image5.png
Shooting star takes aim
at international competition

By WILL ELLIOTT
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Archer Stephanic Rowland has
bad a very good year

She won 42 individual silves
medal and 3 team gokd & a mem-
ber of the Western New York
scholasts team in the Esmpire
State Games and capped her out
doar season with a goid medal in
the Cadet Class at the Natiooal
Archery Assocation Fal! Regional
i Michigan. where she gutseored
archers from 13 states.

Now 12,
(she will move
1p from Cadet
10 Junior class
in Janssry) the
Ord!

doc
about ber ac
plish
ments. But she
deocs bave high
hopes: “Somedsy [ like to be m
the Olympess. 1 like 10 try o
makc the team.
‘Stephame has be

0 nocking ar

rows and hilting ball's-eyes since
she was cight. Her older brother,
Eddie, 17

competes in coenpound

years, primarily as a bowhunter
“We g0 i meets logetber, as 4
family,” Ed said, “and Secphanic
fous years g0
watching Eddic compete. | think
she got bored
“F wasn't bored, but # looked
ke it would be more fun ta be m

¢ tourmament ) than 10 wasch
" Stephanic s
Indeed. she likes competis

much more than practice
“You mect  lot of different
people al the tournaments and
that's mice,” she sad. “but | really
Tike the pressure. It makes me

concentrate more. | know that
sounds crazy because most people
are just the other way, but | realy
ke the pressire

She is is the Jumior Otympic

ader

JAMES P OOV AN v

ve Rowland, 12, capped her outdoor season

Seventh-grader Stephan
win a goid medal in e Cadet Class at the Natonal Archery
Ahasocation Fak Regional n Michigan

Archery Develapaent program at
Allied Sportsmea’s Club — other
JOAD programs are conducted in
GowandaAngola and st Leo's Ar
chery in East Aurora, Hes cosch,
Ken Kiing, belicves that the
et has the stuff to be very, very
ood at this discipline. “We have
about 12 or 14 active yousgsiers
wow, and Stephanic is the best of
them
At 1 she was good coough to
make the ESG scholastic goid
medal team along with Heather
Pieil, 14, of Boston. Justin Stac
bell, 15, of Orchard Park and Matt
Ellis, 16, 0f Aagola
Conch Kling wishes there were
more chances for yourg archers 10
hone theis skills
High schools, i they have ar-
chery, have # a8 8 club setivity not
an interscholastic spoet in Western
New York,” he said (The Allied
program has openings. and has
loancr equipment foe yoaths

who'd ke to try. For detail, call
program coordinator Dick Moare
AL824-3824)

Olympic archers used recurve
bows, mat the cam-assisted “com-
pound bows” used by most deer
hunters. The anly sids they are a}
Sowed are counterweights 10 stabi-
Tize the bow and pin sights to belp
sim

As she starts her fint night of
indoor practice. Stephanie has ane
weight protruding sbout a foot
abead of her bow's grip. She draws
the string back to ber check, lines
wup the bowstring and pis with the
0k bull's-cve target 2t the end of
the runge and Teleases ber arrow
which strikes right on the cdge of
the bl

All of her shots are consistet,
grouped in a circle about 4 o7 5
imches in diameter, and just to the
right of the bull. She scores a solid
260 poists of a perfoct 300 — not
bad foe shooting iedoors for the
first time in @ almost 8 ye

Rowland aims higher

“Outidooss the top score is 360

ings,” shie said. “1 guess 1 aver-
age around 330 points at 15 me-
ters, 320 or 325 at 20, 24 and 30
meters.”

That's in the cadet class. In the
ESG events. the distances are far-
ther, trom 30 to ) meters for
scholastic shooters, cut 10 70 me-
ters for sdults.

“Stcphanic wasted 10 try for
the games but because she anly
shoots a 31-pound bow and has
such a short length of pall she
couldn't get the powes 10 make it
oet to the longest distance with
her normal alumnum srmows,”
said Kling. “So we wenl 10 the
lightest carboa-fiber shaft that i
legal, and Stephanic just oakes
the Jong target.”

The shafts cost about 20 cack;
and when Stephanic and her fa-
thet examine her last practice
get, one arrow had almost done &
“Robin Hood" — entering the
same bolc & & previous shot,

“Look, | almost spht that arrow
with my second shot,” Stephanic
sad

“You'd better not,” her father
told her, “Those things cost mon-
ey

The family plans to attend in-
doar meets throwgh the winter.

Next spring that Jevel of coen-
petition goes up several notches at
the FITA (Interational rules)
mect in Bloansficld, NJ, where
mermbers of the U.S. Olymps Ar-
chery team will compete

Usually you don't send some-
one 10 8 meet like that until they
are 15 or 16, said Kliag “But [
think Stephanic i ready for that
level of compesition. She'll mect
the top archers and sce bow good
she has ta get. Realistically | don'y
think she 1l win anything compet-
Ing against the women, bus she
should huve 4 lot of fun tryin

Mike Levy cam be reached af
652-1914 or e-manl
yeliradeiphia net




