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Marilla Denies
Skeet Range for
Use by Military

By JUDY MORGANTI

Aa Army Natiomal Guard
company s request 10 USe & SpOrts-
men's club range for rifle practice
in June has been denied by the
Marilla Town Board

The company had asked to use
the Clinton Street facility of Altied
Spartsmen of Western New York for
L rifle pesctioe June . The
practice would iavaive 110 persces.
cach fring 5 rounds over six
hours.

Board members said they were
concerned that buliees weuld stray
onto mearby farms.

Toe board did spprove the club'’s
cequest that the American Trap As-
sociation be allowed ta use its
range for matches for nine days
from April until September. Super-
visor John . Foss said those dates
have been published 10 give reigh-
bars an oppoctunity to comment

1In another matter Else Bareiss,
coardinstor of fhe surplus cheese
giveaway Feb. %, regorted that 66

teceived S-pound blocks of
cheese at the Mardlla Town Hall
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Allied targets Feb. 1 opener
for its state-of-the-art range

INTER IS a great time o hone marks-
manship skills — but those wanting 1o
do 30 at onc of the more popular fix-
tures 10 Wesiern New York have had to wait
The mformal indoor prstol
league a1 Allied Sportsmen's
Club i Manils has been de-
fayed. pending a rebuilding of
the club range
Alled's primitive ventilation
system made long sessions
there an eye-watering exercise
And lead possoning. from the
suspended Iaad particles. float-
ing around after each relay
pumped off its 30 rounds. was
3 real concern
No more. The new range is
almost complete
“We're shooting for a Feb. | opening.” said
club pressdent Greg Falkner, who is not really
a punster. “ The pestol league will start Wednes-
day. Feb. 5. a linle ater than we'd planned.”
To end the lead menace, members gutied
the range. taking out walls. cerlings. heating
and ventilation and lighting. They spent about
$25.000 on maserials and put their own equity
mio a new dropped ceiling, carpeted walls (1o
cut naise) a mew hackstop, mew ventilation and
heating
“A powerfil fan ducted to the rear wall
creates a 2 mph breeze to suck the gunsmoke
and lead particles down 1o the end of range.”
Falkner said. “It may be the cleanest. state-of-
the art range on the Eastern seaboard.™
The handicap league is open 10 everyone
and uses 3 unigue ranking system: As you
improve, you get moved up in class on sort of
a rolling handicap. Shoating hours are |1 a.m
10 3 pm. on Sundays and 6 10 9 pm. Wednes-
days and you can shoot ahead or play caich-
up. Larry Covert (823.9118) and Ted
McQueen (937-9708) have details on the 10-
week league, which cnds in an awards party.
The club is an Clinton Street, 10 miles east of
Transit Road
Allied also will start its indoor archery

Outdoors

By MICHAEL LEVY

Jan. 30. It, 100, runs for 10 weeks. any
style allowed. with shooting every Thursday
night. The first line starts at 3 ely 7
p.m.. the second line about 8:30 and i, 100, is

open 10 individuals. Call the
club (937.3615) or drop in on
Monday or Thursday evenings
or Saturdays 1o find out more.

Pistol meet set

Competent shooters may
want 1o compete in the NRA
sectional indoor pistol champi-
onships Jan. 2425 at Ten-X
Club, 853 Ransom Road, Lan-
caster

This .22 caliber, 900-point
maich is essentially three go-
rounds of the “conventional
course of fire." 1t is open 1o any NRA member.
Contact Jack Chaffee (759-8715) for registra-
tion details.

“‘Combat’ club opens season

The Western New York Practical Pistol
League kicks off its 15th season with an indoor
v\r;mh at Tomawanda Sportsmen's Club Jan

This year's top gun was Mike Lao, with Jose
Villanueva winning the master class and Don
Irvine (B Class), n Benish (C class), and
Paul Brawn (D class) winners. Tactical winner
was Ed Fraser. Paul Cupolo was mﬂ’mul\w
and Debbie Villanueva was the 1op lady shoot-
er.

Call Mike Braun (627.3762) for informa-
ton.

A tale of shotgun ballistics

The Western New York international trap
team set an Empire State Games record last

— and hangs an ng
uh_of shotgun ballistics and “truth in label
ing"

Jim O'Brien of the Buffalo Shooting Club
and teammates Bob Kalwas and Neil Cummis.
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Paralyzed veterans find the range at first clinic

For some shooters the greatest
handcap is getting 1o the range.

Ten '\’h«nl‘:n vb\'!h the Easl'g; Para-
Iyzed Velerans Association got off fo a
great start at & chinic held last week at
Allied Sportsmen’s Club in Alden, the
first shooting clinic of its kind in West-
emn New York

Terry Buczak, Allied’s air pistol and
sifle chairman, said, “1 don't know why
we didn't hold

lhﬂs shoots years

EPVA  regional
administrator for
the past nine
years, contacted
uczak  about

shooting  events
and the group ar-
rived on & sunny
Friday moring 1o
learn about wir ri-
fle shooting, swap
stories and get more ideas about
shooting and other events open to
wheelchair-bound veterans,

“The only requircments for partici
pation in EPVA events are that the
veteran has a spinal injury or discase
and is wheelchair bound,” said Russell,
an Orchard Park resident who has
been chairbound for 31 years and an
active member of EPVA for 20 years.

His administrative arca takes in all
of Western and Central New York
from Syracuse to Buffalo, Russell is
looking for shooting clubs lke Allied
Sportsmen’s Club that have stair-free
entrances and access 1o their indoor or
outdoar shooting ranges. The EPVA
group asrives with its own trailer load
ed with all equipment needed for the
day's shooting of sporting activity.

Dave Baskin, National Rifle Associ
ation disabled shooting services coordi-
nator, came from Fairfax, Va, to in-
struct during the Friday clinic at Allied
men’s Club,

The NRA began its disabled shoot-
ers service in 1992, and 1 started get-
he said. “Last year |
n 3500 calls from
disabled American veterans and held
st least 25 clinics across the country.”
ed shooters have made their
international competition. Bas-

oached the disabled team in a
(7 competition at Paris. “Since then,
f events called the “Paralym-
pies’ are scheduled for two weeks after
Olympic competition to allow for

39
oA

SHARCN CANTILLONButuo News.

Joo Russell, regional administrator of the Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Association, practices with the air rifle.

wheelchair access 10 all the compets
tion sites,” be explained. The next Par
alympics will be held at Sydmey. Aus-
tralia in 2000,

Baskun does much of his instruction
in hospitals where shooting can be
safely held.

“About 80 percent of the dissbled
shoaters | work with are hunters who
need rehabiitation so that they can get
back out and go hunting,” he said. e
has a special air tifle he takes to clin-
ies for shooters to determine the
poundage of trigger-pull they can suc-
cessfully manage. The injury or discase
leaves the shooter with varying trigg
finger strength. Jim Dunbar, 45, of
Pike has 0o problem with trigger pull
Dunbar, an avid deer hunter with a
grip as firm as a blacksmith's, was one
of the 10 shooters at Allied,

“This is the first target shoot I've

ever been 1o, It's fun," he said after
posting a l-inch grouping on the in-
doar range.

Dunbar, wheelchair bound since
1977, s the cavy of most “vertical
(the group's word for those not wheel-
chair bound) hunters in New York
State

“I've gotten a deer every year since
1985.° he said with pride, “not cvery
one was & buck, thoagh.” State hunters
average 3 buck cvery six hunting years
Recent DEC figures for antlerless per
mit holders in Western New York
ced their success rate at only 30
percent.

He also takes pride in being one of
the 101 EPVA representatives for a
series of competitions at San Juan,
Puerto Rico, from Jume 21-27.

“The San Juan event inclades cvery-
thing from shooting to softball o

swimming," said Russell, “and this
year's group will include 45 shooters.”

These competitions offer variety.
Russell explained that participants in
manual wheekhairs can compete in at
least four events; electric-driven chair
holders can enter three events.

“This year's participants have all
been chosen for San Juan, but we are
always looking for new participants
statewide,” said Dowg Beckley, EPVA
recreation  director from Jackson
Hewghts.

To comtact the EPVA executive of-
fice, call (718) 503-0414. To talk with
Russell at the regional office in Buffa-
lo, call 855.3395. To find out more
about NRA disabled shooting services,
call (703) 267-1495. For information
about Allied Sportsmen’s Club_shoot-
ing events, call Buczak (681-275%)
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Shooting star takes aim
at international competition

By WILL ELLIOTT
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